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THE SURREAL AND THE REAL

GALLERY DEBUT EXHIBITION

May 23, 2022 - August 1, 2022
G/F & 1/F, 54 Hollywood Road, Central, Hong Kong

W.H.Y. Gallery is pleased to present its first exhibition: The Surreal and the Real, a group exhibition featuring the
artworks of George Condo, Liu Hong Wei, Tagami Masakatsu, Zhang Gong, Enej Gala and Agnese Guido, on view
from May 23, 2022 to August 1, 2022. The exhibition aims to create a visual dialogue of the 6 artists whose exhibited
pieces embody their own cultural, distinctively captivating surreal and realistic elements. The artworks are storytellers,
inviting the viewer to imagine and explore.

In this exhibition, the six artists have created surreal pieces at different stages of their artistic path. The international
renowned artist George Condo’s early period has been inspired by Surrealistic master Rene Magritte. His early pieces
reflects the influence of surrealism. Chinese artist Liu Hong Wei depicts children within the real and surreal architectural
setting. His works invoke his childhood memory, cultural background and his surreal imagination. Japanese artist Tagami
Masakatsu depicts seemingly real and gigantic human and animal figures engaged in action. The mysterious pictorial
elements is set in a green outdoor setting, reflecting the artist’s love of nature and his thoughts on human relationship
with animals and nature. Zhang Gong’s early works are often composed with different perspectives and layers. The
figurative symbols conjure up different layers of meanings. Enej Gala’s seeks to stimulate an awareness of our identity
and to show some myths related to their existence. The mostly abstract pictorials contain intricate details. Along with
the thought provoking artwork titles, Gala’s works invites the viewer to ponder and imagine. Agnese Guido has been
fascinated by surrealistic art. Her works are whimsical and full of dark humour and reflections, triggering one to think
about the themes and issues beyond the portrayal.

Internationally renowned artist George Condo was born in 1957, Concord, U.S.
Condo studied Art History and Music Theory at the University of Massachusette
Lowell. Condo’s career as an artist could be said to have begun in the earnest
in late 1981, early 1982. In 1983, he travelled to Europe for the first time. Condo
started developing symbols, like coins in the clouds or jewels, and taking
parts and pieces from the Old Masters. Condo wants to create the idea of
reconfiguration of various masters’ languages in art. His approach was seen as
allying him more closely with a kind of resurgent Surrealism than an expeditionary
pre-modernism. The coin, symbol and recurrent motif, make sense only in the
confines of the environments created for them, add up to a literal demonstration
of what Condo would call “artificial realism’. By the end of 1984, Condo had
invented and developed a whole range of pictorial languages and symbolic forms
that could inhabit both his figurative paintings and his more borderline abstract
“Expanding Canvases”.

George Condo, International Food Money, 1984, Qil on canvas, 200 x 200cm



Zhang Gong was born in Beijing in 1959. He received a M.F.A.from, Central Academy of
Arts and Design, Beijing in 1993. Known for his figurative style that synthesizes surrealism
and pop culture and his use of iconic characters from animated movies and cartoons, Zhang
draws inspiration from a panoply of American and Japanese cartoons, as well as the urban
environments of city spaces, Zhang’s work also encompasses animation and photography.
He is currently Professor at the Information Department of Art and Design at Tsinghua
University in Beijing, China.

Zhang has exhibited worldwide, including Forms and Effects: Ukiyo-e to Anime, Kresege
Foundation Gallery, Rampo College, Mahwah, NJ (2017); Hypallage - The Post-Modern
Mode of Chinese Contemporary Art, The OCT Contemporary Art Center, Shenzhen, China
(2008) and FICTION LOVE-Ultra New Vision in Contemporary Art, Singapore Art Museum,
Singapore; Bund 18 Creative Center, Shanghai, China; MOCA Shanghai, Shanghai, China
(2006). His animation films have been featured at international festivals such as Cinématheque
Québécoise, Montreal, Canada; Brussels Animation Films Festival, Brussels, Belgium; London
International Animation Festival, London, UK; and Without Borders Film Festival, Rome, Italy.
He has been awarded for his animated short fim Trees (2003) at: 3rd Animation Academy
Awards, Animation School of Beijing Film Academy, Beijing, China (2003); 10th Asian Film and
Culture Festival, Lyon, France (2004) and 3rd CTVA Academy Awards, China (2004). ZHANG GONG, The Elements of Love, 1993,
His works are in the Public Collection of M+ Museum, Hong Kong, Asia Society Contemporary Oil on canvas, 100 x 80.30m

Art Collection, New York Burger Collection, Berlin and The Saatchi Collection, London.

Born in Beijing in 1965, Liu Hong Wei entered the Oil Painting Department of Hebei Teaching
University in 1984. He graduated in 1988 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. Since 1988,
he has been a professor at the Fine Arts Academy of Hebei. China. His artwork “Clouds in
the Sky No.2” is selected for The 9th Chinese National Artworks Exhibition” in Shanghai in
1999. In 1998, his artwork “Daydream” is selected for and awarded at the first “Chinese Oil
Paintings Biennale” in Beijing. In 2009, his artwork “Small House in Café” is selected for the
11th National Art Exhibition in Wuhan. “In 2001, his artwork White Feather” is selected for the
Chinese Small Oil Paintings Exhibition in Beijing. Liu Hong Wei likes to paint children, and the
background of his paintings is architectural scene setting that seemingly real and surreal. As
a child, he loved to observe the play and interaction of his neighbors, and his works were like
scenes from plays: some children were playing on a giant kettle, some were shaking a ceiling
lamp, some were playing on a fruit bowl, as if it were a playground , some children sleep on
the floor in which they feel comfortable. The surreal depiction enlivens him to put things from
different times and spaces together and arrange them in a wonderful and dramatic scene.
. The sense of stage and the dramatic effect has been elaborately composed. Light and
LIU HONG WEI, Cloud Behind the Door, 2014 shadow are aptly expressed that they present an indescribable sense of mystery. Liu Hong
Oil on canvas, 100 x 85 cm Wei's brushwork is meticulous, sometimes using fine blades to add oil paint to the canvas
to create a textured effect, presenting rich content and texture. The art of Liu Hong Wei is a
combination of fantasy and memory. His works reflect the inner world of the artist with acute
observations and surreal fantasy.

Born in Yamaguchi, Japan in 1944, Tagami studied philosophy and graduated
from Yamaguchi University in 1967. Masakatsu later studied at the Taka Art
Institute and in 1973, he started watercolour painting during his stay in Tokyo. In
1974, he began painting oil and copperplate engraving. Tagami is a self-taught
artist who developed diversified skills. He uses a variety of materials such as
watercolour, copperplate prints, oil paintings, new ink paintings and drawings.
Tagami is passionate to draw and paint and has been painting for more than 40
years. Tagami’s home and atelier, which is built in a rural landscape surrounded
by fields, is a large Japanese house that was built over 150 years ago. He grows
vegetables in the fields and live a quiet life with nature. In many of Tagami’s
paintings, landscape in the background depicts a greenish mountainscape with
grasses in the foreground. The hometown where Tagami from - Yamaguchi,
is known as “Western Kyoto” surrounded by the nature of the mountains that
stretches along the way from Ogun to Little Kyoto and Tsuwano. There are
animal figures and human in many of his paintings, the proportion of the figures
are surreal and the activities that the characters engaged in seem mysterious.
Art critic, Boguslaw Mansfeld compared Tagami Masakatsu's works with that
of Bosch and Goya, whereby "in a world of stones, sky and naked existence, a
shocking and unsettling loneliness is exposed." Masakatsu's works are sincere
and soulful, reflecting his thoughts, sentiments and love of nature.

TAGAMI MASAKATSU, Untitled



Born in 1990, Ljubliana, Slovenia, Enej Gala graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in
Venice in 2013, specializing in Painting. He spent a period of study abroad at the Williem De
Kooning Academy of Fine Arts in Rotterdam. In 2015 he graduated from the same Academy
of Venice in Painting. Gala has participated in several group and solo exhibitions in Slovenia,
ltaly, Montenegro, Croatia, Albania, Senegal, the Netherlands and Portugal. Since 2010 he
has participated in the Atelier F drawing and painting workshops curated by Carlo di Raco,
in Forte Marghera. In 2012 he won the scholarship of the 96th collective young artists of the
Bevilacqua la Masa Foundation. In 2015, he won the Walking with Art — Stonefly Art Prize.

Through his painting, sculpture and environmental installations, Gala seeks to stimulate an
awareness of identity and to show some myths related to their existence. By twisting and
turning the tradition of his origins, the artist wants not to ridicule or belittle their cultural roots,
but rather tries to overcome prejudices rooted in the collective awareness and change the
weaknesses into strengths. The awareness of the value of a country’s tradition is the key,
ENEJ GALA, Monument to those who taught us everything, in order to conceive a broader view of our present. His art embodies a narrative, taking it
almost everything, 2015, Ol on canvas, 209 x 209 to the limit through the layering of meanings. Analyzing the functioning of memory and the
continuous need for metaphors to understand, bear and live everyday life, he explores the
misunderstanding that is created between the idea and the image. It is like reworking an
intrinsic anomaly that manifests itself through the continuous need for a personal imagination,
within what is proposed to us in every form of convention.

Born in 1982 in Lecce, Italy, Agnese lives and works in Milan. She graduated from the Academy
of Fine Arts of Brera. The whimsical and weird world conjured up in Agnese’s pictorial world
is both an escape from and a product of the real world around us. It is populated by a cast of
anthropomorphic characters who animate pop cultural icons, old technology hardware and
everyday objects. The characters embody anxiety, loneliness and hallucinations and other
projections of contemporary life. “ | think | could have been a surrealist. | definitely have a
predisposition to puns, to wander into the unconscious and to play with the hidden links between
ideas and things. There are recurring elements in my imagination, such as skyscrapers or city
buildings, smoking factories, streets, cigarettes and various objects, human beings are few and
sometimes absent, represented more according to what they represent than according to what
they are.” Storytelling is important for Agnese. Agnese’s paintings disclose the attachment we
have with things, our voices and our most uncontrolled instincts, but with an ironic and light
taste.
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AGNESE GUIDO, The Flag of Plastic Man, 2019, Oil on

wood, 50 x 60 cm

About Us W.H.Y. Gallery

W.H.Y. Art Gallery is a fine art gallery specialising in contemporary )
art, showcasing hand-picked selections of artwork from artists ~ OPening Hours
and collectors.

Mon - Sat 10:00 - 19:00
The gallery's endeavour is to promote contemporary art through n Bv A intment
collaboration with artists and curators, in-depth research, Su . . y APPO e
publications and art education activities. Public holidays ~ Closed

With in-depth knowledge and analysis of art and the art market, @ www.gallerywhy.com
W.H.Y. Gallery strives to showcase memorable exhibitions for

art lovers and collectors. The gallery exhibits artwork of various (¥4 info@gallerywhy.com
media, including paintings, works on paper, sculptures, limited-

edition lithographs, photography and digital art. \. 2398 8368
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BRI W.H.Y. Gallery
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THE SURREAL AND THE REAL 1. Liu Hongwei / 21718 / XH&1E

GALLERY DEBUT EXHIBITION A Dialogue with the Master - Colour Fields by Piet Mondrian /
May 23, 2022 - August 1, 2022 kﬁmﬂ%—i‘?ﬁﬂfﬂ’\]’éiﬂ /jtlﬁiiﬁﬁ—%ﬁﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂ@ik
G/F & 1/F, 54 Hollywood Road, Central, Hong Kong Oil on canvas / HEHA / HEFRA
50 x 60 cm
(BRBEER) 2008
BEEEBNERREYE
2022450230 £2022F8F1H 2. George Condo / && - % / 77a - &%
ERPIREFE AU T RIS International Food Money
- - Oil on canvas / HEHA / HBTHA
(EBIES I 200 x 200 cm
AZFEMNERRRE 1084
2022750230 £2022F8F1H
FRPAFFEEO4SHTRIK 3. Zhang Gong / 382 / 3

Attacking Big Bird /| [EBRZT /| BHKZE
Oil on canvas / HBHA / HEHRAE
145.5 x 112 cm

1995

4, Tagami Masakatsu/ B LR / BLERT
No. 08075
Oil on paper / JHEMHEAR / HELLA
60 x 60 cm
1991

5. Agnese Guido / fISE%E - HZ / [EE - £%
The Flag of Plastic Man
1 13 I Oil on wood / HBARZ / SHEIARAE
50x 60 x 1.5 cm
2019

6. Masakatsu Tagami / B ER / BHERT
Untitled
Oil on canvas / JMEMRA / HETHA
91 x 117 cm

2 12 1991

7. Liu Hongwei / BI51& / XUEM®
The Little Rock / I1\&EE / II\MEZE
Oil on canvas / B4 / HEfHA
60 x 50 cm
2006

8. LiuHongwei / BR1& / MEH
Cloud behind the Door / PIS§BEMNE / NEENT
Oil on canvas / JHEHA / HETHA
100 x 85 cm
2014

| 4 10 9. Zhang Gong / 3E3 / kK3
The Elements of Love / IEAEE /| BAEZR
Oil on canvas / JHBHA / HEFHA
— 100 x 80.3 cm
5 ‘ 9 1993

10. Masakatsu Tagami / H E#% / BEAR
| Untitled

3 Oil on canvas / JHEHRAR / HEHA
94 x 112 cm

11. Masakatsu Tagami / HER%R / HEAR
7 Untitled

6 Oil on canvas / SHEHA / HETHA

136 x 77 cm

—_

12. Enej Gala / B7K - hnAL / B - AL
Monument to those who taught us everything, almost everything
Oil on canvas / JBEMRA / HEHA
209 x 209 cm
2015

13. Liu Hongwei / BI%=1& / J&E 1
A Dialogue with the Master - David Hockney's Swimming Pool /
KETEE—ERENK / KIHHE—ERERKH
Oil on canvas / JHEHRA / JHEFHA
50 x 60 cm
2008



